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able Mountains, and not at all that they
might live happily in a world whose beauty
was but an entanglement about their feet.
Religion had denied the sacredness of an
earth that commerce was about to corrupt
and ravish, but when Spenser lived the
earth had still its sheltering sacredness.
His religion, where the paganism that is
natural to proud and happy people had
been strengthened by the platonism of the
Renaissance, cherished the beauty of the
soul and the beauty of the body with, as
it seemed, an equal affection. He would
have had men live well, not merely that
they might win eternal happiness but that
they might live splendidly among men and
be celebrated in many songs. How could
one live well if one had not the joy of
the Creator and of the Giver of gifts ? He
says in his Hymn to Beauty that a beautiful
soul, unless for some stubbornness in the
ground, makes for itself a beautiful body,
and he even denies that beautiful persons
ever lived who had not souls as beautiful.
They may have been tempted until they
seemed evil, but that was the fault of
others. And in his Hymn to Heavenly
Beauty he sets a woman little known to